


Number and tray it out
•

 
Write the collection # on 
the cuvette

 
with archival 

ink being careful not to 
scratch off the white coat

•
 

Apply an archival clear 
coat

•
 

Line a 3x4 inch or 4x6 
inch tray with ¼

 
inch 

foam
•

 
Fill the tray with 
specimens in numeric 
order



Organize the labels
•

 
Either place them 
between the foam and 
tray along one edge

•
 

Or, if there are ID 
modifier labels or 
additional information put 
them in a baggie

•
 

Keep them in the same 
order as in the box so 
researchers can easily 
find the right label



Microfossil Storage

What have we learned one year later?



Microfossil Storage
What have we learned one year later?

•Ethafoam

 

is not the best polyethylene foam for 
this process, the large cell size may “swallow”

 
some very small teeth. 

•Crystal clear polystyrene cuvettes

 

are brittle and 
display stress fractures

•Some microfossils are too large for the cuvette

 
technique

•Not found to be desirable by some researchers 
who want to stick to pin and cork techniques  



Alternatives
Ethafoam

 

is not the best polyethylene 
foam for this process, the large cell size 
may “swallow”

 

some very small teeth:

Velora, Plastazote, or some other high 
density polyethylene foam may be more 
appropriate and adds very little (~.014 
cents) to the cost of storage. 



Alternatives
Crystal clear polystyrene cuvettes

 

are 
brittle and display stress fractures:  

•Softer cap material such as cork or 
polyethylene rope may not stress the 
cuvettes

 

as much

•A different cuvette

 

material such as 
polyethylene may not be as clear but 
may be “good enough”

 

if you are already 
using gelatin capsules

?



Alternatives
Some microfossils are too large for the 
cuvette

 

technique:

The lowest cost, “chemical free”, 
alternative would be a larger diameter 
shell vial filled with polyethylene rope 
and possibly a cork for water proofing.



Alternatives
Not found to be desirable by some 
researchers, staff members who want to 
stick to pin and cork techniques :

•Try “the-times-are-changing”

 

argument

•Review your technique and give careful 
consideration to your pin adhesive.  

•Because many microfossils are screen 
washed, and presumably not sensitive 
to water, a water soluble adhesive may 
be desirable. Assuming that the 
adhesive is “truly”

 

reversible.

•Resins reversed in organic solvents 
may be particularly undesirable because 
of any organic residues left behind.   
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